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The manners minefield – Glossary

apparent  adjective

easy to see or understand
It soon became apparent that the two women knew each other.
compliment  noun [countable]

something that shows you approve of someone or respect them 

He paid me the compliment of inviting me to sing at his wedding.
constitute  verb [linking]

FORMAL if something constitutes something else, it is considered to be that thing

This letter does not constitute an offer of employment.

contact  noun [uncountable]

a situation in which people or things touch each other
countless  adjective

very many, especially more than you think is reasonable 

his countless television appearances
culture  noun [countable]

a society that has its own set of ideas, beliefs, and ways of behaving 

people from different cultures
expectation  noun [countable, usually plural]

a belief that something should happen in a particular way, or that someone or something should have particular qualities or behavior 

Mark and Susie went into marriage with very different expectations.
Far East, the  noun [uncountable]

the countries of the eastern part of Asia, including China, Malaysia, and Japan
greet  verb [transitive]
to behave in a polite or friendly way towards someone when you meet them 
Natalie rushed to open the door and greet the guests.
handshake  noun [countable]
the act of shaking someone’s hand, for example as a greeting
host  noun [countable]

someone who invites people to a meal or party, or to stay in their home. A woman who does this is sometimes called a hostess. 

They had brought a present for their hosts.
lack  verb [transitive]
to not have any or enough of something that you need or want 

He lacked the skills required for the job.
manners  noun [plural]

traditionally accepted ways of behaving that show a polite respect for other people 

Children learn manners by observing their parents.
Middle East, the  noun [uncountable]
the region of the world that consists of the countries east of the Mediterranean Sea and west of India, including Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq
minefield  noun [singular]
a situation or process with many possible problems or dangers 

The issue of tax cuts is a potential minefield for the government.
offense  noun [uncountable]

something that you do or say which makes someone else angry or upset

commercials that cause offense

respectful  adjective
feeling or showing respect
sore  adjective
painful and uncomfortable, usually as a result of an injury, infection, or too much exercise 

I always feel stiff and sore after gardening.
tip  noun [countable]

a small amount of money that you give to someone in addition to what you owe for a service
tricky  adjective

difficult to deal with 

That’s a tricky question because there are many things to consider.
westerner  noun [countable]
someone from Western Europe or the United States
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