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Unit 12 (p. 104)
abroad (adv)
all’estero
Do you go abroad for your holidays?
adorable (adj)
adorabile
That little girl is absolutely adorable!
ago (adv)
(tempo) fa
“How long ago was the Alhambra built?”  “In the 13th or 14th century.”
all over the world
tutto il mondo
The interior of the hotel is designed by artists from all over the world.
anniversary (n)
anniversario
The fifth anniversary of their relationship was on 1st July.
architect (n) (TS)
architetto
“Who was the architect of the Alhambra.” “I don’t know.”
arrangement (n)
accordo
The “two Lauras” have made arrangements to meet up.
attached (adj)
attaccato/a
Laura released a balloon with her name and address and a note attached.
awful (adj)
brutto/a; orrendo/a
“His suit isn’t very nice.”  “It’s absolutely


awful!”

balloon (n)
palla; pallone
A balloon is a child’s toy that floats in the air.
build (v)
costruire
Every winter, work starts on building a new Ice Hotel.
building (n)
edificio
Curro thinks that the Alhambra is the most incredible building he has ever seen.
celebrate (v)
festeggiare
If you celebrate a birthday or anniversary, you have a party to show that it is special.
century (n)
secolo
The Alhambra was built in the 13th or 14th century.
connecting flight (n)
volo di coincidenza
They both stopped in Singapore to wait for connecting flights.

crazy (adj)
folle
Something that is crazy is slightly mad.
delicious (adj)
squisito/a
“The food is tasty.”  “Yes, it’s absolutely


delicious!”

design (v)
progettare
The interior of the hotel is designed by artists from all over the world.
disappear (v)
scomparire
In spring, the Ice Hotel melts away and disappears.
enormous (adj) (TS)
enorme
The Alhambra is very big, in fact it’s an enormous building.
entirely (adv)
interamente
The Ice Hotel in Sweden is made entirely of ice.
exhausted (adj)
stremato/a
“He looks tired, doesn’t he?”  “He looks


absolutely exhausted.”

exist (v)
esistere; esserci
A hotel made entirely of ice exists in Sweden.
expect (v)
aspettarsi; 
“How many children will I have?”  “More


immaginarsi
than you expect.”
fame (n)
successo; fama
Fame is the state or situation of being famous.
golden wedding anniversary (n)
nozze d’oro
A golden-wedding anniversary is the day 


when a couple celebrates 50 years of marriage. 
guest (n)
ospite
Guests at the hotel are given special arctic sleeping bags.
guinea pig (n)
criceto
Both Lauras have a rabbit and a guinea pig.
helium-filled (adj)
pallone aerostatico / 
A helium-filled balloon is a balloon filled


ad elio
with a gas that keeps it in the air.
hilarious (adj)
spassoso/a; spiritoso/a
Something that is hilarious is extremely funny.
ice cube (n)
cubetto di ghiaccio
You put ice cubes in drinks to make them cold.
In my opinion (TS)
Secondo me
In my opinion, the Alhambra is one of the seven wonders of the modern world.
including (prep)
compreso/a
All the furniture is made of ice, including the beds!
incredible (adj)
incredibile;
What’s the name of the most incredible

fantastico/a
building Curro has ever seen?

inside (prep)
dentro
Inside the hotel, the temperature is always around -5ºC.

interior (n)
interni
The interior of the hotel is designed by artists from all over the world.
journey (n)
viaggio
Amy didn’t know that Ian had just started his journey from Sydney to London.
king (n) (TS)
re
The Alhambra Palace was built for the Moorish kings.
Labrador (n)
labrador
A Labrador is a type of large dog with short hair that is a popular pet.
location (n)
ubicazione
The location of a building is the place or position where it is built.
meet up (phr v)
incontrarsi
If two people decide to meet up, they arrange to see each other.
melt (away)  (v)
sciogliersi
In spring, the Ice Hotel melts away and disappears.
note (n)
appunto; biglietto
Laura released a balloon with her name and address and a note attached.
outside (adv)
fuori
Outside, the temperature is -30ºC.
overlook (v) (TS)
sovrastare; affacciarsi
The Alhambra is built on a hill overlooking the city of Granada.
palace (n) (TS)
palazzo
The Alhambra is a beautiful palace in the south of Spain.
for pleasure
con piacere; per 
If you do something for pleasure, you do it


il piacere
 because you like and enjoy it.

pretty (adj)
carino/a; bello/a
“That dress is very pretty.”  “Yes, it’s absolutely gorgeous.”
reindeer skin (n)
pelle di renna
The beds in the Ice Hotel are covered with reindeer skins.
release (v)
lasciare (andare)
If you release a balloon, you let it go into the air.
reply (n)
risposta
The letter was a reply from another Laura Buxton.
ridiculous (adj)
ridicolo/a
£7,500 for a dress?  That’s absolutely ridiculous.
shore (n)
riva
The hotel is situated on the shores of the Torne River.
be situated
essere situati
It’s situated on the shores of the Torne River.
sleeping bag (n)
sacco a pelo
Guests at the hotel are given special arctic sleeping bags.
spring (n)
primavera
In spring, the Ice Hotel melts away.
strange (adj)
curioso/a; strano/a
Their daughter doesn’t look anything like them – that’s very strange.
stunning (adj)
sensazionale
Something that is stunning is very beautiful or spectacular.
style (n)
stile
The style of the Alhambra is Moorish, or Islamic.
sweet (adj)
dolce; tenero/a
“Look at that little girl – she’s very sweet.”  “She’s absolutely adorable.”
tasty (adj)
gustoso/a; 
Tasty food has a nice flavour.


succulento/a

temperature (n)
temperatura
Today will start off cold, with temperatures of -13ºC.
unique (adj)
esclusivo/a
A place that is unique is the only one of its type.
visitor (n)
visitatore/trice
The hotel is described by visitors as


“absolutely stunning”.

Well, … (interjection)
Beh…
Can you imagine a hotel made entirely of ice?


Well, it exists in Sweden, but only in winter.

well-known (adj)
noto/a; conosciuto/a
Someone or something that is well-known is


famous.

wherever (adv) (TS)
dovunque
At the Alhambra, you can hear water running wherever you go.
winter (n)
inverno
Every winter, work starts on building a new Ice Hotel.
one of the wonders of … (TS)
una delle meraviglie 
Curro thinks the Alhambra is one of the

di…
seven wonders of the modern world.
write back (phr v)
rispondere
If you write back to someone, you reply to them.
Collocations with do, get, go, have, make, take

do a course
fare un corso
I’m doing a part-time English course.
do some homework
fare compiti
In the evening, we usually have to do some homework.
do the housework
fare le faccende 
“Do you enjoy doing the housework?”  “No,


di casa
I hate it.”
do research
fare una ricerca
If you do research, you study something in detail.
do the shopping
fare la spesa
Mum has asked me to do the shopping this week.
get better
sentirsi meglio
I’ve been ill but I’m getting better now.
get changed
cambiarsi
You should get changed before you go out.
get dressed
vestirsi
I had a shower, got dressed and had breakfast.
get lost
perdersi
It’s easy to get lost when you’re in a strange place.
get married
sposarsi
People often live together nowadays before they get married.
go for a drink
uscire a bere
Let’s go for a drink after work.
go for a walk
andare a fare una 
I try to go for a walk every day.


passeggiata

go home
andare a casa
What time do you go home from school?
go mad
diventare pazzo
If they give us any more homework, I’ll go mad!
go skiing
andare a sciare
We go skiing every winter.
have a go
buttarsi
Everybody should have a go at doing something dangerous once in their life.
have a good time
stare bene/divertirsi
The holiday was very enjoyable – we had a really good time.
have a laugh
farsi una risata
If you can’t have a laugh with your partner, you’re in the wrong relationship.
have lunch
pranzare
We usually have lunch at 13.00.
have a rest
risposarsi
You’ve worked hard – it’s time to have a rest.
make a decision
prendere una 
It’s important to make a decision in the next


decisione
few days.
make a living
sbarcare il lunario
It can be hard to make a living as an actor.
make mistakes
commettere errori
Everyone makes mistakes when they’re learning a language.
make money
fare soldi; guadagnare
Do you agree that the only reason to get a job is to make money?
make a promise
fare una promessa
You should never make a promise if you can’t keep it.
take a bus
prendere l’autobus
“Do you walk to school?”  “No, I take a bus.”
take an exam
dare un esame
I’m taking my English exam in summer.
take a photo
scattare una foto
The press shouldn’t take photos of famous people without their permission.
take responsibility
prendersi 
You have to learn to take responsibility for


responsabilitä
your own life.
take risks
correre rischi
If you don’t take risks, you won’t succeed in life.
Weather

breeze (n)
brezza
A breeze is a light wind.
breezy (adj)
ventoso/a
It was quite breezy walking by the sea.
Celsius (n)
Celsius
The temperature is 20 degrees Celsius.
cloud (n)
nuvola
Look at those clouds in the sky – I think it’s going to rain.
cloudy (adj)
nuvoloso/a; 
The weather tomorrow will be cloudy and


coperto/a
dull.
cold (adj)
freddo/a
Today will start off cold, with temperatures of -13ºC.

dark (adj)
scuro/a
The sky often becomes very dark before a storm.
dry (adj)
asciutto/a; secco/a
If the weather is dry, it doesn’t rain.
dull (adj)
noioso/a
It was a dull, grey depressing day.
fine (adj)
bello/a
People feel happier when the weather is fine and sunny.
fog (n)
nebbia
We couldn’t see anything because of the fog.
foggy (adj)
nebbioso/a
Driving when it’s foggy can be dangerous.
freeze (v)
ghiacciare; congelare
If it freezes, water on the ground and on windows turns to ice.
freezing (adj)
gelido/a; 
Freezing weather is weather that is very cold.


freddissimo/a


heat (n)
canicola
Walking long distances in the heat can be tiring.
hot (adj)
caldo/a
It can be very hot here in the summer.
humid (adj)
umido/a
Humid weather is hot and wet in a way that makes you feel uncomfortable.
humidity (n)
umidità
British people are not used to high levels of humidity.
ice (n)
ghiaccio; gelo
The Ice Hotel in Sweden is made entirely of ice.

icy (adj)
gelato/a; 
Tomorrow will be cold and icy, with


freddissimo/a
temperatures of -13ºC.
minus 13/30 degrees
meno 13/30 gradi
Temperatures are expected to be minus 30 


degrees.
mist (n)
nebbiolina; foschia
A mist is a very light fog.
misty (adj)
nebbioso/a; con 
Tomorrow will be a typical misty autumn


foschia
day.
rain (n)
pioggia
If the weather is dry, there is no rain.
rain (v)
piovere
Look at those clouds in the sky – I think it’s going to rain.

rainy (adj)
piovoso/a
Rainy weather is wet and unpleasant.
shower (n)
acquazzone; pioggia
A shower is a short period of rain.
showery (adj)
piovoso/a
When it is showery there are a lot of short periods of rain.
snow (n)
neve
We had a lot of snow last winter.
snow (v)
nevicare
It’s very cold – I think it might snow.
storm (n)
tempesta; temporale
When there is a storm, a lot of rain falls very quickly, often with strong winds.
stormy (adj)
tempestoso/a; 
Stormy weather can be dangerous for drivers.


temporalesco/a
sun (n)
sole
Most people like the sun.
sunny (adj)
soleggiato/a; sereno/a 
The weather today will be warm and sunny.
warm (adj)
caldo/a
The weather today will be warm and sunny.
wet (adj)
umido/a
Rainy weather is wet and unpleasant.
wind (n)
vento
Rain and strong winds make driving conditions difficult.

windy (adj)
ventoso/a
It was very windy walking by the sea.
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