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Idioms challenge! - Glossary

benefit  noun [count/uncount]

an advantage you get from a situation

The new sports centre will bring lasting benefit to the community.

coffin  noun [count]

a long box in which a dead person is buried

compromise  noun [count/uncount]
a way of solving a problem or ending an argument in which both people or groups accept that they cannot have everything they want

contradict  
if one statement, piece of evidence, story etc contradicts another, they disagree and cannot both be true
Her account of the accident contradicts that of the other driver.

dig  verb [intransitive]
if something digs in, it presses hard into something else
She gripped his arm so hard that her nails dug in.

draw attention to yourself 

to make people notice you
We have to try and get in without drawing attention to ourselves.

fierce  adjective
involving very strong feelings such as determination, anger, or hate
The proposals provoked a fierce debate.

frankly  adverb
in an open, honest, and direct manner
She talks frankly about her unhappy childhood.

promote  verb [usually passive]
to move someone to a job at a higher level
A college course can help you find work or get promoted.

humiliating  adjective
making you feel very embarrassed and ashamed
a humiliating mistake

hymn  noun [count]
a religious song that people usually sing in churches

incompetent  adjective
lacking the ability or skills to do something
the worst and most incompetent government in living memory

inevitable  adjective
impossible to avoid or prevent
War now seems almost inevitable.

inferior  adjective 
not as good as someone or something else
It produces photographs of inferior quality.

informed  adjective
having a lot of knowledge or information about something

ointment  noun [count/uncount]
a thick smooth substance that you put on sore or injured skin

prove  verb
to provide evidence that shows that something is true

You have to prove you are sorry for what you’ve done.

rumour  noun [count/uncount]
unofficial information that may or may not be true

Now there are rumours of wedding plans.

satisfactory  adjective
enjoyable and pleasing
a satisfactory outcome/​conclusion/​arrangement/​result

spoil  verb [transitive]
to affect something in a way that makes it worse, less attractive, or less enjoyable
Radio towers spoilt the view.

visa  noun [count]
an official document or mark in your passport that allows you to enter or leave a country for a specific purpose or period of time

The UK recently denied visas to two suspected terrorists.

wasp  noun [count]
a black and yellow flying insect that can sting you
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