Online Conference 2014

Building Conversation
Strategies

Miles Craven

Llanguage @A | Macmillan
Learning education



Building Conversation Strategies
Overview

What are Conversation Strategies?
Why are they important?

How can we teach them to our students?
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Building Conversation Strategies
Who is this loser?
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Building Conversation Strategies
Examples of Conversation Strategies

Keeping a conversation going

Starting and ending a conversation

Reacting to news

Being polite

Showing interest

Confirming details, Asking for <cl ar
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Building Conversation Strategies
Importance of Conversation Strategies

L1 natural, instinctive

L2 students need help!
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Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies

Vocabulary -driven phrases/expressions
Using models context/practice
Structured approach present -practice -review
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Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies

Strategy: Reacting to news

a Complete each conversation with an expression.

Congratulations  Good for him  How exciting
It's OK  That sounds interesting  That’s too bad

1 “T've just gotten a new job.” “That’s great news. ”

2 “Sorry I forgot your birthday last week.” . I don’t mind.”

3 “Lucy and Brad have broken up.” © . What a shame.”

4 “TIan has decided to give up smoking.” “ . It's about time.”

5 “Jack has started doing karate.” . I'd like to try that, too.”

6 “Tim and I have decided to go traveling.” I' T bet it'll be fantastic.”

b &) 11 Listen and check. Then practice the conversations with a partner.
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Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies

Strategy: Responding with That’s ...

a Complete each conversation with an exclamation.
That's cheap  That's crazy  That’s fantastic ~ That's slow  That’s strange

1 “Guess what? I've finally passed my driving test!”
¢ I Congratulations.”
2 “John’s left his briefcase here.”
¢ . He usually takes it home with him.”
3 “I bought this cell phone for $60, you know.”
¢ | Mine’s the same and it cost nearly $90.”
4 “Unfortunately, they said I wasn’t a good candidate for the job.”
¢ I ' You have all the qualifications and experience they need.”
5 “This computer takes nearly a minute to download one song.”
¢ . Maybe you should check your internet connection.”

b & 63 Listen and check. Then practice the conversations with a partner.
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Teaching Conversation Strategies

Present functional language

Practice using models
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Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies
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Speaking strategy: Asking for permission
1 You can use the expressions in bold to ask for permission.

Is it OK if I watch TV?
Do you think I could make a cup of coffee?
Would you mind if I invite a friend for dinner?

Speak up!

2 Use the table below to make sentences asking for permission.
Example: Do you think | could make & cup of tea?

turn up a bath?
Isit OKif I ... go out the washing machine?
Do you think I could ... have the heating?
Would you mind if | ... use with some friends tonight?
make a cup of tea?

3 Imagine you are staying with a family. You want to do these
things. Ask for permission politely.

Example: a
You say: Is it OK if | use the washing machine?




Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies

Present functional language in context
Practice using models

- controlled
- less controlled
- free [/ personalization
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Building Conversation Strategies
Teaching Conversation Strategies

Elicit from
a text

Practice +
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