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What 6s a dictionary?
e and whdar?i s it

Definition of #Adictionaryo

From the paper edition of Macmillan 4
Dictionary (2007) diction /'dikf(s)n/ noun [U] 1 the way that you pro-
nounce words, especially whether or not you speak or

sing clearly 2 the choice of words used in a speech or
piece of writing v :

dictionary / 'dikfon(s)ri/ noun [C] 4k -
1 a book that gives a list of words in alphabetical order
and explains what they mean: a dictionary of the English
language 1a. a book that lists words in one language
and gives translations in another: a German-English
dictionary . _ :
2 a book about a particular subject that gives an alpha-
betical list of words, phrases, or names with infor-
mation about them: a dictionary of art/music

dictum /'diktom/ noun [C] an expression or statement
that people often repeat because it says something
interesting or wise about a subject

24 | macmillan

Using the Macmillan Dictionary to build vocabulary | Michael Rundell | 3rd November 2015 ed UCatIOﬂ



What 6s a dictionary?
e and whdar?i s it

Definition of #Adictionaryo

From the paper edition of Macmillan

Dictionary (2007) diction /'dikf(e)n/ noun [U] 1 the way that you pro-

nounce words, especially whether or not you speak or
sing clearly 2 the choice of words used in a speech or
piece of writing _ :

R dictionary / 'dikfon(s)ri/ noun [C] 4k -

Alt 6s a book 1 a book that gives a list of words in alphabetical order

) and explains what they mean: a dictionary of the English

Alt explains what words mean language 1a. a book that lists words in one language
and gives translations in another: a German-English
dictionary , _ ‘
2 a book about a particular subject that gives an alpha-
betical list of words, phrases, or names with infor-
mation about them: a dictionary of art/music

dictum /'diktom/ noun [C] an expression or statement
that people often repeat because it says something
interesting or wise about a subject
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What 6s a dictionary?

Vd

e and whdar?i1 s 1t

Features Functions
At—+6s—a book AReceptive
Alt explains what words mean Ayoudve seen or heard

Ayoudbre not sure what
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What 6s a dictionary?

7

e and whdar?i1 s 1t

Definition of #Adictionaryo

The latest one: from the online edition of
Macmillan Dictionary

macmillandictionary.com

dictionary - definition
ok

NOUN [COUNTABLE] OMm | /'dikfan(3)ri/ | word Forms |

1 areference resource which provides information about words and their meanings,
uses, and pronunciations. A dictionary may be published as a printed book, or as a
digital product such as a website or app, and it may be monolingual, bilingual, or
multilingual.

a dictionary of the English language
an English-Chinese dictionary
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http://macmillandictionary.com

dictionary?

What 0s a
é and whdar?i s it
Definition of #fAdictionaryo

from macmillandictionary.com

A It can be a book OR a digital
resource

A 1t explains what words mean

A It also explains how words are
used (Auseso)

A And how you say them
(Apronunciati onso)
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dictionary - definition
*k

NOUN [COUNTABLE] omm | J'dikfan(@)ri/ | Word Forms |

a reference resource which provides information about words and their meanings,
es, and pronunciations. A dictierfary may be published as a printed book, or as a
digital product'such as a website or app, and it may be monolingual, bilingual, or

multilingual.
a dictionary of the English language
an English-Chinese dictionary
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What 6s a di
€ and whdar ?i

Features

A Explains what words mean

A Explains how they are used

A Provides pronunciations
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Functions

AReceptive uses
AProductive uses

AYou want to use the word
yourself, so you need to know:

Ahow does it combine with other
words?

Ahow do you say it?
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Helping with productive tasks
1. Grammar/syntax

recall

recall . definition and synonyms 44

¥
Aeasy to under standébuoaioo

| use it? VERB () Pronunciation | /r'ka:l/ | Word Forms |

‘ r.. Contribute to our Open Dictionary

1 [INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] to remember something

24 | macmillan

Using the Macmillan Dictionary to build vocabulary | Michael Rundell | 3rd November 2015 ed UCatIOﬂ



Helping with productive tasks
1. Grammar/syntax

recall

recall . gefinition and synonyms A

A how do | use it? 0600 5

A with athat -clause: VERB Q Pronunciation | /r1'ko:l/ [ Word Forms |

A Iseemto recallthat __ y o u é

r.. Contribute to our Open Dictionary

A witha wh - clause:
1 [INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] to remember something

Aétr y i n gecall what had Twenty years later he could still clearly recall the event.
happenede recall (that): / seem to recall that you said you would do that yesterday.
. ) recall who/where/why etc: Stephen frowned, trying to recall what had
A with a gerund: happensd.
A/ d o medall seeing t heé recall doing something: / don’t recall seeing the document.
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Helping with productive tasks
2. Pronunciation

| 6ve seen these Wordgolonel
written down, anemone
| understand what they choir
mean, affidavit
- but how do you say them? heir

Worcester sauce

é .
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Helping with productive tasks
2. Pronunciation

| 6ve seen these wor dwo,waysoffinding out
- but how do you say them? AIPA symbols

Aaudio: listen to someone
saying it

Worcester sauce - gefinition and synonyms

0600«

NOUN [UNCOUNTABLE] gmumnm| [ wusta(r) 'sois/

G Contribute to our Open Dictionary

a brown sauce with a strong taste that you buy in bottles and use for
adding flavour to food
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Helping with productive tasks
Accuracy and fluency

In productive mode, we have
two goals:

Accuracy

avoiding mistakes that could make
your meaning less clear

Fluency

producing language which sounds
natural, idiomatic, appropriate to the
situation é.

macmillan

Using the Macmillan Dictionary to build vocabulary | Michael Rundell | 3rd November 2015 ed UCBtIOﬂ



Helping with productive tasks
Accuracy: how the dictionary helps

1. Most of the information
helps with accuracy

A say it right

A spell it right

A get the grammar right
A é.
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Helping with productive tasks
Accuracy: getting it right

1. Most of the information helps with
accuracy

A spell it right
A say it right
A get the grammar right

2. Special feature: Get it Right boxes
A over 100 boxes

A based on evidence of common
problems experienced by learners

A avoid : often (wrongly) used with an
infinitive, corrected version shown

Get It Right!: avoid

Avoid is never used with an infinitive. It is followed by a verb in the -ing
form:

X Avoeid-to-use long quotations unless really necessary.
v’ Avoid using long quotations unless really necessary.

X A survey has found that most smokers would avoid-to-eat-out if
smoking were banned.

v" A survey has found that most smokers would avoid eating out if
smoking were banned.
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Helping with productive tasks
Fluency: natural -sounding language

What are the keys to
fluency?

1. phraseology

A lots of words occur
very frequently in
fixed phrases
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reas on - definition and synonyms s

Helping with productive tasks 60600 -

Fluency: natural -sounding language NOUN (@ Pt /rivz(oin/ [

r; Contribute to our Open Dictionary

1 [COUNTABLE] a fact, situation, or intention that explains why
Wh at are the keyS tO ﬂ u e n Cy7 something happened, why someone did something, or why
" something is true
reason for: The police asked her the reason for her visit.
A ph rase0|ogy reason f?r dolflg soTnethIn: Could you explain your reasons
for choosing this particular course?
reason why: The reason why so many people caught the

Acommon fixed expressions are disease is still not clear.
. reason (that): The reason these cars are so expensive is that
Shown In b0|d type, and they are largely built by hand.
for a reason: The woman cannot be named for legal reasons.
fonowed by an example give a reason: Our application was rejected, but the council
gave no reason for its decision.
Sentence for the simple/obvious/good reason (that): We can't take you
A ) . all, for the simple reason that there isn't enough room in the car.
for the simple reason tthatsé B} Synonyms and related words

Reasons and excuses: reason, excuse, point...

Athere is every reason to expe.

Explore Thesaurus

A we have no reason to think th.

Adid she give a reasoné? Collocates: reason -

2 [UNCOUNTABLE] a good or clear cause for doing something or
thinking something
reason for: With plenty of orders coming in, there is reason for
optimism about the company's future.
reason to do something: Is there any reason to believe that she
isn’t telling the truth?
there is every reason to do something (=there are very clear
reasons): There was every reason to expect that he would
agree.
with reason/not without reason: He has refused to pay, not
without reason.
have no reason to do something: She has no reason to shout
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Helping with productive tasks
Fluency: natural -sounding language

What are the keys to
fluency?

1. phraseology
2. collocation

Aa combination of two
words that often go
together (and may
not be predictable)
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Helping with productive tasks
Fluency: natural -sounding language

What are the keys to fluency?
A phraseology

A collocation

A 1000 collocation boxes show Collocates: reason v
the most typical, most
natural combinations Adjectives frequently used with reason

» compelling, good, legitimate, logical, main, major, obvious,

A boxat reason shows primary, principal, simple, valid

Aadjectives that often Verbs frequently used with reason as the object
modify  reason » cite, explain, give, outline, pinpoint, provide, specify, state

Averbs often used when
reason is the object
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Helping with productive tasks
Fluency: natural -sounding language

What are the keys to fluency?
1. phraseology
2. collocation
3. register

Athe context or situation
i n which youdre using a
word

A is it formal, informal,
| iterarye?
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Helping with productive tasks
Fluency: natural -sounding language

What are the keys to fluency?

A phraseology ameliorate - definition and synonyms
A collocation o @ o o ®
A register
VERB [TRANSITIVE] VERY FORMAL o Pronunciation | /3'mi:liare1t/ | Word Forms |
Aiil abel so indicate the | ev -
is normally used in, etc

. - . to improve something, or to make it less severe
A ameliorate islike improve - but

the | abel says fAvery formal o

A knackered islike tired or
exhausted -but 1 todés very infol
(and British, too) knackered - gefinition and synonyms

0600+

ADJECTIVE BRITISH VERY INFORMAL o Pronunciation | /'naeka(r)d/

r; Contribute to our Open Dictionary

1 very tired
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What 6s a dictionary?

7

e and what | s 1t for ?

Definition of Adictionaryo

from macmillandictionary.com dictionary-deﬁnition
*k

NOUN [COUNTABLE] omumm\ /'dikfan(®)ri/ | word Forms |

A It explains what words mean

A It also explalns how words are 1 areference resource which provides information about words and their meanings,
used ( Auseso ) uses, and pronunciations. A dictionary may be published as a printed book, or as a
digital product such as a website or app, and it may be monolingual, bilingual, or
A And how you say them multilingual.
( i pronunc i ationso ) a dictionary of the English language

an English-Chinese dictionary

ABut thereds moreé
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What 6s a dictionary?
e and whdar?i s it

Features Functions
A Explains what words mean AReceptive uses
AExpl ains how theyodore used, Awhdtdoesitmean?
ives pronunciations

g P AProductive uses

A Thesaurus: provides synonyms and . .
P ynony Ahow does it combine, how do
word -sets L .
you say it, is it the right

regi ster é?

A Vocabulary building
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Vocabulary building

Hel ping you choose

Thesaurus

t he n

right o wor d

intelligent - definition and synonyms s

A every word, every meaning, every
phrase links to a thesaurus

Alists close synonyms, showing
subtle differences

AOR lists all the members of a set
(e.g. trees, parts of a car, types of
furnitureé)

1
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0600¢

ADJECTIVE o Pronunciation | /1n'telid3(3)nt/

‘ r.. Contribute to our Open Dictionary

good at thinking clearly and quickly, at understanding difficult ideas and
subjects, and at gaining and using knowledge

Surely an intelligent person like you can deal with this.

highly intelligent: He was highly intelligent, but disliked studying.

m Synonyms and related words

Words used to describe intelligent or wise people:
genius, intelligent, wise...

Explore Thesaurus
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Using the thesaurus
Words similar to Aintelligento

A Thesaurus lists 10 alternatives, for
every word or phrase

A You can access them from any _of
these words

intelligent ro.ecrive
good at thinking clearly and quickly, at understanding difficult ideas and subjects, and at gaining and using knowledge

wise sosecTive
a wise person is able to make good choices and decisions because they have a lot of experience

brilliant ro.ccrive
very intelligent

clever :pscrive
good at learning or understanding things

bright .osecrve
a bright person is intelligent and usually young and likely to do well at school or in their careers

brainy rosccrive -
wForvaL very intelligent, especially at school or college o~ A macmi | |an
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Vocabulary building
Helping you choose the right word

Frequency
AMacmi |l | an6s RedWadseo Aif eat ur e
AMost frequent words shown in red: the fAcoreo

vocabulary of English
A7500 Red Words divided into three bands
A one -star,two -star, three  -star words
Athree -star words = 2500 most frequent

A Less frequent words shown in black
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Vocabulary building
Helping you choose the right word

Frequency
AMacmi | | ands Red Wardseo Af eat ur e ameliorate - definition and synonyms
AMost frequent words shown in red: the nAc 0@0 o g
vocabulary of Eng”Sh VERB [TRANSITIVE] VERY FORMAL 6 Pronunciation | /3'mizliareit/ | Word Forms |

A7500 Red Words divided into three bands ‘r Contribute o our Ooen Dict ’
@ ‘vontribute to our LUpen Lictionary

A one -star, two -star, three  -star words
to improve something, or to make it less severe

Athree -star words = 2500 most frequent

A Less frequent words shown in black

macmillan
education

Using the Macmillan Dictionary to build vocabulary | Michael Rundell | 3rd November 2015



Vocabulary building
Helping you choose the right word

ameliorate - definition and synonyms

Frequency 0600 -

g S —
VERB [TRANSITIVE] VERY FORMAL o Pronunciation | /3'mizliaret/ | Word Forms |

AMacmi |l | an6s RedWadseo Aif eat ur e

G Contribute to our Open Dictionary ’

AMost frequent words shown in red: the Acore i
vocabulary of English to improve something, or to make it less severe

A7500 Red Words divided into three bands
A one -star,two -star, three  -star words
Athree -star words = 2500 most frequent

A Less frequent words shown in black
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